
The Thirteenth Article of Amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States -  

 
“Title of Nobility” Amendment 

"If any citizen of the United States shall accept, claim, receive, or retain any title of 
nobility or honour, or shall without the consent of Congress, accept and retain any 
present, pension, office, or emolument of any kind whatever, from any Emperor, 
King, Prince, or foreign Power, such person shall cease to be a citizen of the United 
States, and shall be incapable of holding any office of trust or profit under them, or 
either of them."  

In January, 1810, Senator Reed proposed the "Title of 
Nobility" Amendment (History of Congress, Proceedings of the 
Senate, p. 529-530). On April 27, 1810, the Senate voted to pass 
this 13th Amendment by a vote of 26 to 1; the House resolved in 
the affirmative 87 to 3; and the resolve was sent to the States 
for ratification: By Dec. 10, 1812, twelve of the required 
thirteen States had ratified as follows: Maryland, Dec. 25, 
1810; Kentucky, Jan. 31, 1811; Ohio, Jan. 31, 1811; Delaware, Feb. 
2, 1811; Pennsylvania, Feb. 6, 1811; New Jersey, Feb. 13, 1811; 
Vermont, Oct. 24, 1811; Tennessee, Nov. 21, 1811; Georgia, Dec. 
13, 1811; North Carolina, Dec. 23, 1811; Massachusetts, Feb. 27, 
1812;New Hampshire, Dec. 10, 1812. Before a thirteenth State could 
ratify, the War of 1812 broke out and interupted this very rapid 
move for ratification. 
 
No record has been found that the State of Connecticut ever acted 
to either accept or reject this original 13th Amendment. Yet, it 
was published in three separate editions of "The Public Statute 
Laws of the State of Connecticut" as a part of the U.S. 
Constitution in 1821, 1824 and 1835. Then, without record or 
explanation, it mysteriously disappeared from subsequent editions 
prior to the Civil War between the states. However, printing by a 
legislature is prima facie evidence of ratification, and it has 
been found to have been printed as part of the Constitution in 
this and many other states until around the Civil War period - 
when it mysteriously disappeared from subsequent printings. It 
was found to have been printed by the legislature of this State in 
the following: 1821 - The Public Statute Laws of the State of 
Connecticut, as revised and enacted by the General Assembly in 
May, 1821 pg. 19 1824 - The Public Statute Laws of the State of 
Connecticut, as revised and enacted by the General Assembly in 
May, 1824 pg.18-19 1835 - The Public Statute Laws of the State of 
Connecticut, compiled in obedience to a resolve of the General 
Assembly passed May, 1835, to which is prefixed the Declaration of 
Independence & Constitution of the United States and the State of 
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Connecticut, published by the authority of the State of 
Connecticut. The Marginal note in all three publications reads: 
"Citizenship forfeited by the acceptance, from a foreign power, of 
any title of nobility, office or emolument of any kind, &c." The 
prima facie evidence of ratification of this Amendment is 
overwhelming. Since the creditors of this bankruptcy are foreign 
powers and this "unaccountable committee of lawyers'" spoken of by 
Robert H. Bork have accepted and retained the "office of trustee" 
for these creditors and foreign powers, their Citizenship has 
been forfeited by this acceptance.  
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http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ll/llsj/004/0400/04910503.tif�
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See Also:  

http://www.barefootsworld.net/real13th.html 

http://www.apfn.org/apfn/13th.htm 

http://www.thirdamendment.com/nobility.html 

http://www.barefootsworld.net/13essay.html 

http://www.w3f.com/patriots/13/13th-01.html 

http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/E/thirteen/thirteen2.htm 
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